NILGIRI WILDLIFE AND ENVIRONMEN'T ASSOCIATION,
OOTACAMUND,

REPORT

INDITA BASLED NEUTRING OUSERVATORY=PROPOSAL 10O PUT
LIP UINDERAGROUND FACILITIES IN SINGARA RANGE OF NILGIRIS
MORTH DIVISION,

While any initiative in advancement of science and scientific knowledge
i our country is certainly a welcome measure and the eiforts of the scientists in
establishing a neutrine observatory is very much appreciated.

However, the selection of site for putting up this underground
abservatory i Singara area of the Nilgiris is objected 1o and opposed by a
number of people (including scientists) NGOS and other stake holders of the
Insiret due to various important and valid reasons and causes.

In order 1o interact and understand the points of view and exchange
information on the SL]"_'P_!ELT_ matter by the two groups, a site inspection'meeting
was arranged on 107 May 2007, Accordingly the tecams met on that day, The
Conservator ol lorests Coimbalore circle was o preside over the event, but due
Lo some urgent work elsewhere, he could not make it 1o this meeting.

The ING team comprised of three officials from Chennai and one TNER
ullicial in Singara was present, They were

1. Dro (M=) D) Indumaths, Institute of Mathematical Science, Chennai.
2. Dr. V.N. Murthi, [nstitute of Mathematical Science, Chennai.

3. Thiru. Srintvasan, Engineer from Kallappakam.,

4. Thire. Thirumal, Asst. Director, TNEB Singara.

I'he stake holders group comprised of the following persons.

1. Thiru. Rakesh Kumar, Jegenia 1FS, DFO. Nilgiris.
South Division — Addl. Charge of MWLS/ND,

2. Thiru. R, Arumugam, Wildlile Biologist and Researcher
Indian Institule of Science, Bangalore (PMlaced al Masinagudi)
Committee member NWEA,




3. Thiru. Kumaraveln, CPR Environmental Education Center, Ooty,

4. Thiru. Ashok, Wildhic Biologist & Researcher. 3.N.H.5.
(Placed at Kargudi - MWILS).

i

- Thiru. Sathivel, Researcher. B.NHLSL (Placed at Kargudi — MWILS).
6. Thiru Jaya Chandran, Joint Sec.. Tamilnadu Green Movement, Oaoty,
7. Thiru. Francis Xavier, Joint Sec., NWLEA, Ooty.

B, Thirw T, Vasu. Joint Tr.,, NWLEA. Ooly.

9. Thiru. Bheeman, Committee Member, NWEAL Ouoly.

100 Thiru. 1. Ravi, Former Sce., NWEA, Oaoty.

[l Thiru, Ravikumar. WWF India, Ooty,

12, Thiru. N. Mohanraj, Hon. See. NWEA and Senior Programme
Officer Nilgins Eastern Ghats. WWF INDIA, Oaty.

Thiru. Mohanryj was the coordinator and (acilitator of this meeting. INO)
team and others met briclly Thiru, lgbal Basha, IFS, DFO, Nilgins North
Division n his office,

Afler the ficld visit, mecting and discussions were held at Masinagudi.
The person’s present made scll-introduction.  The TNO team explained the
saltent features of the "Observatory” project; @nd the critical requirements of the
site and land to locate this underground tunnel with requisite facilities. The
proscnt site in the Nilgiris was chosen for the relative stable rock formation of
the Nilgirt hills, Further they stated that afier the underground facilitics were put
up. only mimmal persons {Mumbering about 15) would be working here.  All
other requirements would be located in Mysore.

After hearing the INO team. The other group expressed their view
strongly and assertively, why this obhservatory should not be put up in the sile in

Smgara. Their main reasons were,

I This Place is falling under a very ecologically sensitive and fragile area.







